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it is surprising enough, unless there was a definite under-
standing between the General and the Ministry, that
he was not immediately relieved of his command after
the public indignation aroused by the abortive attack
on Rome of April 30th.

De Lesseps reached General Oudinot's headquarters
at Gastel de Guido at one o'clock in the morning of
May 15th, and lost no time in setting about his business.
He had an immediate interview with the General, who
was lying ill in bed, and communicated to him his
instructions. Oudinot promised his help to bring the
mission to a successful conclusion, and at once issued
orders cancelling all offensive movements which might
interfere with the negotiations.
As soon as it was daylight, De Lesseps went into
Rome. It was no easy matter to obtain admission as
gate after gate was closed and barricaded. At last,
after making a partial circuit of the walls, an open
gate was seen, and a young officer who recognised the
envoy came forward and provided an escort to conduct
him to the Hotel d'Allemagne. He was soon receiving
important visitors, including Charles Bonaparte, Vice-
President of the Assembly, to whom he communicated
the pacific intentions of the French and their assurance
that they would by no means make common cause with
the Austrians and Neapolitans. Garibaldi was in the
city at the time, and having been convinced of the
non-intervention of the French forces, he set forth at
once with 12,000 men, infantry, cavalry, and artillery,
to attack the Neapolitans.